[Your Full Name]
[Your Address]
[Your Postcode]
[Your Email]
[Your Phone Number]
[Date]

Subject: Removal of consent to detentions.

Dear [Headteacher's Name],
[bookmark: _Int_a1s0eTLl]                                            I am writing to formally notify the school that I am revoking any general permission for my child [your child’s Name], be given a detention during school hours or after school without my explicit and prior consent for each individual instance.
[bookmark: _Int_gE2KRCdU][bookmark: _Int_a277ZSWJ]While I understand that schools have the authority to implement disciplinary measures, this must be done in accordance with the law and with respect for parental rights. The Education Act 1996, Section 7 places the responsibility for a child’s education on the parent, and under Article 8 of the Human Rights Act 1998, families have the right to respect for private and family life. Any decision affecting my child during or beyond school hours without parental involvement may constitute a breach of that right.
[bookmark: _Int_AdDT1uFX][bookmark: _Int_wKlpbEGW][bookmark: _Int_WiHutejL]Furthermore, according to the Department for Education’s Behaviour in Schools guidance (most recently updated July 2022), while schools do not require parental permission to issue detentions, they are expected to act reasonably when imposing them. This includes considering the child’s circumstances, family situation, and any special educational needs or disabilities. Failing to notify or consult parents may constitute a failure in safeguarding and a lack of reasonable consideration.
[bookmark: _Int_Vn5qX7tf][bookmark: _Int_3dGTSl9N][bookmark: _Int_wMiql5eF]From this point forward, I do not consent to my child being held back from their education or detained within or outside school hours without my express, prior, written agreement on a case-by-case basis. Should the school believe that a detention is necessary, I expect to be contacted and provided with all relevant information beforehand, including the reason, duration, and proposed timing, in order to give or withhold consent.
[bookmark: _Int_sWSLsin2]Please confirm in writing that you have received this request and that no further detentions will be administered to my child without my prior consent.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours sincerely,
[Your Full Name]
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